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SUBJ: RUHKIN ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS PROCEED WITHOUT INCIDENT 
REF: A. LENINGRAD 537, B. LENINGRAD 461, C. MOSCOW 7113 

1. SUMMARY: LENINGRAD AUTHORITIES-UNDOUBTEDLY SATISPIED 
THAT THEY HAVE OVER AFT, DISSIDENT SITUATION WELL IN HAND 
HERE-PERMITTED THE VARIOUS ACTIVITIES SURROUNDING THE FIRST 
ANNIVERSARY OP RUHKIN'S DEATH (REFTELS A&B) TO TAKE PLACE 
WITHOUT HARRASSMENT, AND WE DO NOT EXPECT ANY SHARP POLLOW-ON 
REACTION PROM AUTHORITIES THIS TIME AROUND. END SUMMARY. 

2. EXCEPT FOR REFUSAL PRESEL TRAVEL TO LENINGRAD (REPTEL C), 

WHICH WAS PROBABLY AT LEAST PARTIALLY LINKED TO 
EVENTS, AND SOMEWHAT STEPPED-UP SURVEILLANCE OP CONGEN 
OPFICERS, THERE WAS LITTLE EVIDENCE OF POLICE AUTHORITIES' 

USUALLY OBVIOUS AND HEAVY HAND. THERE WERE NO MILITIA 
OR POLICE CARS HOVERING ABOUT AT VARIOUS EVENTS AND AS 
PAR AS WE CAN TELL, NO ONE CONNECTED WITH EVENTS HAS 
BEEN CALLED IN FOR SPECIAL INTERROGATION. NOR HAS THERE 
BEEN ANY RETALIATION THUS PAR AGAINST ANY OP THE 
PARTICIPANTS. 
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3. RUHKIN ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS WENT AS PROGRAMMED 
(REFTELS A&B) WITH MORNING MASS AT NIKOL'SKY CATHEDRAL 
AND GRAVE-SITE RELIGIOUS SERVICE MAY 24 POLLOWED BY EVENING 
SERVICE AND EXHIBITION AT RUHKINA'S APARTMENT SAME DAY. 

THIS WAS POLLOWED BY SCHEDULED EXHIBITIONS OP 

RUHKIN'S WORKS AT APARTMENTS OF NATALIYA KAZARINOVA AND 
GEORGIY MIKHAILOV MAY 25 ND 26. 
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4. OVER THE WEEKEND (MAY 27-19) NATALIYA KAZARINOVA 
ALSO HELD MODEST EXHIBITION OF NON-OFFICIAL ART IN HER 
APARTMENT FEATURING WORK DEDICATED TO RUHKIN BY OSCAR 
RABIN. EXHIBITION CONTAINED PAINTINGS BY MOSCOW 
ARTISTS OSCAR AND SASHA RABIN, AND WORKS OF ABOUT 15 
LENINGRAD NON-OFFICIAL ARTISTS. A NUMBER OF PAINTINGS 
CONTAINED CLEAR POLITICAL COMMENTARIES. DESPITE SHORT 
NOTICE WITH WHICH EXHIBITION WAS SET UP, WORD OF ITS 
EXISTENCE GOT AROUND QUICKLY AND KAZARINOVA TOLD US THAT 
IT WAS ATTENDED BY SOME 150 PEOPLE ALREADY ON THE FIRST 
DAY. KAZARINOVA, WHO IS STILL BITTER ABOUT FIRING OF 

HER HUSBAND FOLLOWING LAST NON-OFFICIAL EXHIBITION AT 
HER APARTMENT, IS RELAXED ABOUT ANY KGB REACTION THIS 
TIME, TAKING LINE THAT THERE IS RELATIVELY LITTLE MORE 
WHICH AUTHORITIES CAN DO TO HER. 

5. MEANWHILE, CITY CULTURAL AUTHORITIES CANCELLED 

V. OVCHINNIKOV'S EXHIBITION SCHEDULED BE HELD MAY 15-30 
AT YUSUPOV PALACE, (REF A) UNTIL AFTER FORTHCOMING JUNE 19 
REGIONAL COUNCIL ELECTIONS. YUSUPOV PALACE IS BEING USED 
AS AN ELECTION AGITPUNKT AND THE AUTHORITIES APPARENTLY 
HAVE HAD SECOND THOUGHTS ABOUT USING BUILDING SIMUL- 
TANEOUSLY AS SITE OF AN EXHIBITION OF UNOFFICIAL ART. 
WHETHER OVCHINNIKOV (WHOSE WORKS AGAIN WERE ON DISPLAY 
AT LATEST KAZARINOVA EXHIBITION) WILL EVER BE 
PERMITTED TO EXHIBIT AT YUSUPOV PALACE IS NOW SOMEWHAT 
PROBLEMATICAL. TIME IS PROBABLY RUNNING AGAINST HIM, 
ESPECIALLY IN VIEW OF THE CULTURAL OFFICIALS EARLIER 
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ADMONITION TO OVCHINNIKOV THAT NO EXHIBITIONS OF NON- 
OFFICIAL ART WILL BE PERMITTED IN LENINGRAD BETWEEN 
JULY 1 AND 60TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS. 

6. COMMENT: ABSENCE OF ANY POLICE REACTION IS PROBABLY 
LARGELY DUE TO EACT THAT THERE WAS NO ADVANCE PUBLICITY 
OR BUILD-UP IN WESTERN MEDIA OF EVENT, AND CONCLUSION 

OF LOCAL AUTHORITIES THAT BEST WAY TO INSURE THAT 
CELEBRATIONS REMAINED NON-EVENT WAS TO STUDIOUSLY AVOID 
ACTIONS LIKELY STIMULATE SUCH INTEREST. IN ADDITION, 

KGB HERE PROBABLY IS SATISFIED IT NOW HAS DISSIDENTS 
CONTAINED AND INTIMIDATED TO THE EXTENT THAT 
IT CAN TAKE SOMEWHAT MORE RELAXED STANCE.NEUBERT 
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